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task of purging his party of corrupt elements. Ba Swe, the
leader of the Socialist Party, then assumed the premiership
pending U Nu's return. When, however, in February 1957 U
Nu resumed office, an inner struggle had developed in the
AFPFL which was ultimately to become a public and un-
bridgeable rift involving him on the one side and the two
deputy premiers Ba Swe and Kyaw Nyein on the other. A series
of crises in the early months of 1958, beginning with a bitterly
contested struggle for the secretaryship of the AFPFL, culmin-
ated in the resignations of Ba Swe, Kyaw Nyein and thirteen
other ministers on 4th June. U Nu managed to reconstitute
his cabinet with the help of representatives of the national
minorities and the National United Front. By the narrow
margin of eight votes he managed to defeat a motion of no
confidence. He still commanded the adherence of a large bloc
of AFPFL representatives, who called themselves the 'clean*
AFPFL as against the 'stable' AFPFL of Ba Swe and Kyaw
Nyein, but the N.U.F. held the balance, and U Nu's support in
the country was thereby weakened, since he laid himself open
to the grave charge of being committed to the pro-Communist
groups. It was still further weakened when, fearing a no-
confidence vote, he advised the President of the Union to
cancel the meeting of Parliament summoned for aSth August
to consider the budget.
A general election was due to be held in November 1958. On
26th September, however, U Nu in a broadcast announced
that because conditions in Upper Burma made free and fair
elections impossible he had decided to resign, and had accord-
ingly invited General Ne Win, the Army Chief of Staff, to form
a government with the express object of making arrangements
for the holding of a general election before the end of April
1959. On 28th October, U Nu announced his resignation at a
meeting of the Chamber of Deputies. Three days later General
Ne Win issued a policy statement in which he described the
aims of his government as the restoration of internal peace and
the maintenance of a neutral foreign policy. He promised
drastic steps against rebels, black marketeers, profiteers and
'economic insurgents*.
What were the causes of this dramatic and far-reaching step?